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William M. Bird & Co. Celebrates 150th Anniversary in 2015 
Established in 1865, Company Has Evolved and Expanded to  

Remain a Thriving Business in 21st Century 
 
June 1, 2015 -- Charleston, South Carolina -- William M. Bird & Co., one of the Southeast’s leading               

distributors of floor covering materials, marks its 150th anniversary this year.  From its post-Civil War         

beginnings as a supplier of building materials to rebuild the South, Bird has witnessed and weathered large-

scale economic trends, technological advances and the many milestones of United States history.  Operating 

with vision and a strong corporate culture, the company’s leadership has anticipated and seized numerous 

opportunities for growth over Bird’s 15 decades, and today remains over 200 employees strong with facilities 

located in major cities across the region.  “Our success is rooted in the entrepreneurial spirit set forth by our 

founder, William M. Bird in 1865,” says President, Robert C. Hagood.  “We have evolved and adapted our 

business over the years.  We are committed to our employees, suppliers and communities - all of whom have 

contributed to our success and staying power.”  

 

Company founder, William M. Bird, a Charleston native, established the business in the fall of 1865.  From its 

inception, the company flourished, transporting southern lumber and naval stores from Savannah and 

Charleston to northern ports.  On its return voyages, Bird’s schooner carried new inventories of paint, glass, 

Belgian cement and whale oil.   

 - more - 
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Throughout the early 20th Century, Bird continued to expand. Among its many enterprises, Bird dealt in     

turpentine, timber, and sand and gravel distribution. Later diversification included entry into the concrete 

pipe, paint, glass, hardware, electrical fixture and flooring industries. 

 

In 1914, Mr. Bird incorporated to prepare for the new Federal Income Tax and took on his closest advisors, 

including attorney, Ben Hagood, as stockholders.  In 1932, leadership was transferred to James M. Hagood, 

whose family continues to own and operate the company today under the parent entity, Southern Diversified 

Distributors (established in 2003).  In 1936, Bird began distributing Armstrong floor coverings and building 

materials.  The company became an innovator in the flooring industry, embracing Armstrong’s new              

developments of cork inlaid floors and selling them across the Southeast.  

 

The 1980’s brought major - positive - change for Bird as then president, Benjamin A. Hagood, Sr., sold off   

subsidiary entities and consolidated the company’s efforts in flooring.  Foreseeing steady growth across the 

Southeast, Ben Hagood and his son, Maybank Hagood, led an expansion into the Atlanta market and made 

subsequent moves into Virginia, Tennessee, Alabama and North Carolina.  Consolidation proved successful 

and it’s still Bird’s vision today to be the Southeast’s leading distributor of flooring products.  

 

“Our mission is simple,” explains Robert Hagood.  “Bird provides the right products to the right customers at 

the right time.  Strong relationships - with suppliers, customers, employees and communities - are at the core 

of Bird’s corporate philosophy.”   

 

D. Maybank Hagood, CEO of Southern Diversified Distributors continues, “150 years after our founding, the 

“golden whale” icon chosen by Mr. Bird symbolizes one of our first products, and remains as our company 

logo.  It represents quality and value while reminding us that we must continue to bring the best products to 

market while adapting to continually changing customer needs.  We look forward to a bright future and the 

many challenges, cycles and opportunities a life of service will bring to Bird’s family of companies.”   

 
  
For additional information including a historical timeline and archival images, please visit 
www.wmbird150.com 
 

*** 

http://www.wmbird150.com/
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FACTS & FIGURES 
CEO:   D. Maybank Hagood 

CFO:   Gene Corvino 

President:  Robert C. Hagood 

Established:  1865 

Headquartered: Charleston, SC 

Description:  Privately held, family operated   

Parent Company: Southern Diversified Distributors, established 2003 

Sister Companies: TranSouth Logistics, LLC, Southern Tile Distributors, LLC, Schooner Financial Services, LLC 

Employees:     249 

Locations: 12 locations including offices and warehouses in Birmingham, A.L., Braselton, G.A.,           

Charleston, S.C.,  Charlotte, N.C., Greenville, S.C., Kennesaw, G.A., Knoxville, T.N., Nashville, 

T.N., Norfolk ,V.A., Raleigh, N.C., Richmond, V.A., Roanoke, V.A. 

Sales Territory: South Carolina, North Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Florida (panhandle), Tennessee, Maryland, 

Virginia, West Virginia, Washington D.C. 

Brands: Armstrong, Bruce, Columbia, Metroflor, Tarkett, Ultimate RB, Homerwood, Schönox, Stauf, 

Bostik, VPI, MP Global, Roberts, Carpenter 

Company Brands: Azalea Lane, East Bay Supply Co., Palmetto Road 

Products: Distributor of residential and commercial flooring including hardwood, engineered wood,    

laminate, resilient, luxury vinyl tile, rubber and waterproof flooring. Also offers a full range of 

installation and flooring maintenance supplies. 

Accolades: Consistently ranked in the top 10 on Floor Covering Weekly’s list of Top 25 Flooring               

Distributors in the United States.  Southern Diversified Distributors was named 2nd Best Place 

to Work in South Carolina by the South Carolina Chamber of Commerce in August 2015. 

In 2014, William M. Bird sold   

17 million feet of hardwood 

flooring alone; more than 

enough to pave the way between 

Boston and Seattle. 
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BIOGRAPHIES 

In 150 years, William M. Bird has 

only had 7 presidents.  Mr. Bird led 

his company for 53 years followed 

by Henry F. Welch, James Hagood, 

R.L. Kerr, Ben Hagood, Maybank 

Hagood and Robert Hagood. 

D. Maybank Hagood 

Chairman and Chief Executive Officer 

Maybank Hagood has served as Chief Executive Officer of Southern          

Diversified Distributors, the parent company of William M. Bird,   Southern 

Tile Distributors and TranSouth Logistics, since 2003.  He assumed the role 

of Chairman of the Board in 2012.  From 1993 to 2003,  he served as      

President and CEO of William M. Bird.  He joined the company in 1989 as 

Vice President of Operations and Finance and also served as the General      

Manager.  Before joining William M. Bird, he worked at North Carolina    

National Bank as a Commercial Lending Officer for four years. 

Maybank has been a board member of SCANA Corporation since 1998 

where he currently serves as the Audit Committee Chairman.  He is the    

current Board Chair for Bravo Services, LLC, and is also the member of the 

Board of Directors for Abundant Power, LLC.  He is past board member  and 

Chapter Chairman of the southeastern chapter of the Young President’s    

Organization, as well as, past board member of the Citadel School of        

Business, Trident County United Way, Lowcountry ReLeaf and General     

Engineering Laboratories. 

He has also served as the Chairman for Charleston Day School Trustees and 

was a former Senior Warden and current Vestry Member at St. Phillip’s 

Church of Charleston, SC. 

Maybank is a native of Charleston, South Carolina and earned a Bachelors 

of English degree as well as his M.B.A. from the University of Virginia                 

in Charlottesville. 

Photo: Anne Rhett Photography 
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Henry F. Welch holds the longest 

service record at William M. Bird.  

He began working for the company 

in 1866 when he was 15 years old.  

He was promoted to president in 

1920 and retired in 1932 after 66 

years of service. 

Gene Corvino  

Chief Financial Officer 

Gene Corvino has served as Chief Financial Officer of Southern Diversified 

Distributors, the parent company of William M. Bird & Company, Southern 

Tile and TranSouth Logistics, since 2001.  In addition to his duties as CFO of 

Southern Diversified Distributors Gene also serves as President of 

TranSouth Logistics.  

Corvino joined William M. Bird in 1988 as an Assistant Credit Manager and 

since then he has served in various management and directorial roles.     

Corvino was the lead negotiator and facilitator on the last three major     

acquisitions in 2009, 2010 and 2012. Prior to joining the company Corvino 

served in the US Air Force from 1979 to 1983 with the 16th Tactical          

Reconnaissance squadron. 

Corvino is a current member of the Board of Visitors for Charleston      

Southern University where he has taught business finance courses in the 

evening college. He has also served on the board of FIA (Faith in Action) and 

was a team member of a group that flew into war torn Sudan during the 

civil war to deliver food and medical care to victims.  

Corvino earned an MBA at Charleston Southern University with honors in 

Business Management and Administration. Additionally he earned his   

Bachelor of Science with honors from Southwest University and his          

Associate of Arts at Saint Leo University.  

Photo: Robert Donovan Photography 
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Led by Robert Hagood, the 

company has made significant 

advancements over the last decade 

with online technology.  Today, 

William M. Bird is the top flooring 

distributor in the nation in online 

sales. 

Robert C. Hagood 

Chief Operating Officer and President 

Robert Hagood has served as Chief Operating Officer of Southern Diversified 

Distributors, the parent company of William M. Bird, Southern Tile Distributors 

and TranSouth Logistics, since 2005.  In addition to his duties as COO of      

Southern Diversified Distributors, Robert became President of William M. Bird in 

2009. 

Robert joined William M. Bird in 1992 and since then has held several            

management positions.  He served as Branch Manager in 1994, Director of     

Logistics in 1997, and Vice President of William M. Bird in 1999.  He created and 

developed the Bird Pro Supplies division in 2001 and was the Founder and    

President of TranSouth Logistics in 2003.  Prior to his career at William M. Bird, 

he worked at C&S/Sovran National Bank as an assistant Branch Manager. 

Robert is a current board member of Southern Diversified Distributors and the 

National Association of Floor Covering Distributors.  He has also served on the 

Board for the Wadmalaw Island Land Planning Commission and as a member of 

the Porter-Gaud Alumni Committee.  He founded Cusabo Nation Lacrosse, a  

non-profit youth sports program, in 2013. 

Robert is a native of Charleston, South Carolina and earned a Bachelors of     

English degree from the University of Virginia and his M.B.A. from the              

Kenan-Flagler Business School at the University of North Carolina in 1997.    

Robert has been a member of the Young President’s Organization since 2003 

and attended the Center for Creative Leadership Development Program in 2005. 

Photo: Anne Rhett Photography 
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TIMELINE OF KEY EVENTS 
1865 William M. Bird returns from the Civil War to Charleston. He establishes the William M. Bird Company to provide paint, 

 glass and supplies including whale oil used for illumination and as a preservative for rope and leather. 

1884 The Schooner William M. Bird is built as a freight vessel for the company to transport goods from Charleston to Boston, 

 Philadelphia and Baltimore. 

1886 A devastating earthquake hits Charleston destroying much of the city including 

 William M. Bird’s location on East Bay Street. Mr. Bird reopened for               

 business the next day. 

1919 The company purchases its first truck for $3,100. 

1936 Bird begins distributing Armstrong floor coverings and building materials. 

1956 After occupying the same East Bay Street location for over 91 years, Bird begins 

 construction on a new 6,000 sf office and 40,000 sf warehouse on Morrison Drive. 

1980 The company introduces a new line of paint specifically formulated for the humid, mold-prone climate of Charleston 

 called “Charleston’s Finest.” 

1988 William M. Bird sells off its glass and hardware divisions  

1990 The company acquires George D. Bridges floor distribution 

 company  and opens its first warehouse in Atlanta. 

1992 President Ben Hagood decides to focus solely on flooring.  

 The paint division is sold. The company expands its selling 

 region throughout the Southeast.   

1994 Armstrong gives William M. Bird distribution rights in      

 Atlanta, G.A.   

2001 Bird opens its first over the counter shop called Bird Pro 

 Supplies. 

2003 Parent company, Southern Diversified Distributors is created and establishes a 

 logistics company, TranSouth Logistics.  Four new Bird Pro Supplies retail       

 locations are added. 

2012 Southern Diversified Distributors acquires Southern Tile Distributors             

 headquartered in Virginia. 

2015 William M. Bird celebrates its 150th year in business 

 

In 1865, William M. Bird and 

Company delivered the goods by 

horse drawn drays. In 1884, by 

schooner. In 1913, the company 

purchased its first truck.  Today, 

Bird delivers to 7 states through a 

fleet of 46 trucks. 
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The original golden whale sign was 

handcrafted in 1865 by Joseph 

Boesch, an artisan in copper, 

bronze and iron.  Today, the iconic 

whale is  proudly displayed at    

The Charleston Museum. 

Anne T. Pope 

843-343-2779 

annetpope@gmail.com 

Sharon Higgins 

843-746-5738 

shiggins@sddholdings.com 

CONNECT 

wmbird150.com 

wmbird.com 

sddholdings.com 
Please email shiggins@sddholdings.com for current and historical images  
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